


onnie Peacock and several of his
former Rogers High Mounties
football players are gathered in

the atrium of the Embassy Suites
in Rogers. The players' fathers

are also present and, natu-
rally, everyone is huddled

around chatting. They shake hands, share
hugs, and joke back and forih - it's been
a while since the retired coach has seen
these guys. He takes it in with a big smile.

Peacock was a gifted athlete growing up,
but endured his younger years with an ab-
sent, alcoholic father^ "l never got thai kind
of support," he says, looking around at the
young men and their dads. They're here
this evening because of him, because
of his unorthodox approach to coaching,
and because he's credited for strengthen-
ing the relationships of all these guys and
their fathers.

"lt is life changing," says Peacock, empha-
sizing the importance of family ties. His
adversity of growing up without a father is
what encouraged him to adopt a distinct
style of coaching, both on and off the field,
more than a decade ago.

ln his playing heyday, Peacock set numer-
ous records as a wide receiver while on
scholarship at Harding University. Afier a
short stint with the Pittsburgh Steelers in
'72, he forayed into coaching at his alma
mater. Peacock then coached high school
football at Greenwood and won the 44
state championship there in 2000. After
that, he moved to Rogers where he stayed
for nine seasons until retiring last year.
He led the Mounties to a 7A conference
championship in 2006, the first of such
victories for the school in 28 years.

ln 2000, his last season at Greenwood,
Peacock initiated father-son retreats -
weekend trips with his coaching staff, his
senior players and their dads. lnstead of
running routes, together they floated riv-
ers and navigated ropes courses at Camp
Tahkodah near Batesville, in the Ozark
Mountains. Blindfolded walks up and
down mountainous terrain served as trust
exercises between players and their dads"
This was among many activities that high-
lighted the purpose of Peacock's retreats:
to strengthen bonds.

"The inaugural father-son retreat was a
great success," says Peacock, who be-
lieves in the influence of frequenfly ac-
knowledging care and love to others. ....--)
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"l've had players at the retreat say, 'l know
my dad loves me. but he doesn i tell me.
And I need to hear him say it. I know my dad
loves me. but he doesn t hug me. and for a
kid not to get a hug from his dad when he
needs one can change him."

After the death of one of Peacock's former
players. the parents approached the coach
and simply said. "We will never forget.

Peacock regularly speaks the phrase, "get-
ting emotionally naked." He explains it as
an important part of the retreat that occurs
when fathers and sons come face to face
and strip the barriers between them.

All it requires is a hug, and saying, 'l love
you.'

It s obvious men aren t naturally free with
their emotions or comfortable with physical
exchanges, and Peacock understands this,
while offering the following:

"When you hug someone, when you really
hug someone. things change. lts like walls
are broken down. You begin to understand

one another better.'

Despite Peacock's accomplished career.
he credits his off-field work as his greatest
achievement.

"Every man has a legacy and I want mine
to be more than coaching," says Peacock.
"What I tried to do was make a posiiive dif-
ference in kids' lives and I think the annual
father-son retreat is the way by which I did
the most good. lt's the best thing I did in my
38 years of coaching."

Peacock no longer coaches from the side-
line but is continuing the work he started a
decade ago. By using his approach from
the father-son retreats, he's now sharing
his program with churches, businesses,
and other schools. He says he enjoys the
occasional round of golf but is fulfilled by
spending time with his wife, Martina, and his
children and grandkids. r

For more information, visit Ronnie Pea-
cock's Facebook page at Peacock Father-
Son Refreafs. You can also reach him via
e m ai I at coach rpe acock@y ah oo. com.
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